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THRU : Chief, Geography Division

Chief, Fer East Branch, D/G@

25X9A6 '
Atlas of Chine

25X1A9a

1. has asked for GRA coamments on the attached
memorendum from Deputy Chief, M/AG, prior to forwarding it to

the AD/RR.
25X1Aeéa /R 25X1A5a1 25X1A5a1

2, In order to make our commments as meaningful mss possible

25X1A5a1 and I went to
: on 23 January, to see | ::C cxsnine his
materials for the proposed atlas. We also met and conferred with
25X9A6 B ¢1c cartographer who has worked on the project. 25X1AS5al

We did not see or telk with 25X9A6
3. In the course of the conv%@é‘giaég? 11t wes learned that
two lnquiries had been made by |GG concerning

: possible finencing for publication of the atlas prior to the
25X1A9a  contact with These contacts were the Prentice-
Hall and the Ford Foundstion, but nelther attenpt was successful.
For your own information, it 1s epparent that [JJas a researcher, 25X1AS5a1
feels that I o & sdninistrator, has not been sufficlently
active in his attempts to secure financisl backing for publicaticn
of the atlas.

25X9A6

k. The chief value of the atles, as we see 1%, would be as a
convenient single-volume compendium, in the English langusge, of a
lsrge mass of data on numerous aspects of the geography of China.
However, it 1e seriously weskened by its excessive dependence on pre-
1949 source materials, even though significant smounts of more recent
gource dats -~ of Communist origin -- ere avallsble to U.S. gcade-
miclana. VWhen gquerled concerning his use of more recent date,
ineluding, for example, the mumerous items that heve been made
avalleble through the Jolnt Publications Research Service,

25X9A6 I i ndicated thet his purpose was to produce a piece
of scholarly research -- a "point of departure” -- and that he
hed no desire to "compete with the govermment" in performing
repearch besed on more current data. He did indicate, however,
that he would do & limited amount of updating of such features
28 railways and provincisl boundaries if sctual publication
were Imminent.
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%, Yollowing ave GG/F caments concerning individuel subject
groupings of meps and grapha:

a. Climatic m%a. These are probably the most worthwhile
of the series and would be & useful reference to bhave as a
research tool. This is especimlly true of those depilcting

the results of olimatological analysis dealing with devia«
tiong from the norm,.

b, #ricﬂtural 8. Their chief value 1a that they
eongolidate information & mmber of different sources
into a convenisnt single format. Recent sgricultural develop~
wente in Chine, however, insure the obsolescence of the
informetion. The nmeps depleting tenancy rates by province,
for exsuple, have been rendered totally invelid (except for
historical value) by compnmslization.

¢, Physical £eog] :*&?% . These maps and terraln profiles,
while interesting, woul chiefly of velue for teaching.
Geologic, solls, tectonic, and related meps are readily

availeble frum other sources, including recent Chinese
atlases.

d. Transportetion, electric power, minersl resources.
Information ga’;pieted on these m&ps 18 now badly cut-oi-date.,

The limited smount of updating envisaged by [N 25X1A5a1
will not spprecisbly incresse thelr value.

. Boclological maps. The population dot map would be
of some 1 23 usefulness in its mamuscript scale, slithough
1% 18 now out-of-date. Other population distribution and
density meps sre svaileble, including Trewsrtha's dot map
issued in 1957 snd Chicom-izmsued density msps that depict
1953 census resuwits. [ <t:2ic oep 18 cut- 25X1A5a1
elesaed by more recent and more detailed meps published
by the Cormunists.

6. In eumury, it is felt thet the proposed atlas would not
be of sufficient unique valne for intelligence purposes to Justify
the expenditure of CIA funds to support iis publicstion. PFurthermore,
we feel that without mejor updating of subsiantive dats through more
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extensive use of pust~1949 Chinese scurce materiels, will

continue to heve Alfficulty in attracting financial support fram

elther commercisel publishers or resesrch foundstions funds. This
does not ignore the fact that scme of the mepe on basle subjects

would, if reproduced separately, make worthwhile edditicns to the
CIA Map Library.

25X1A9a
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